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TOTHE PATRONS OF THEGOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Your work, under the favor of divine providence, enters to-day on the nineteenth 
year of its age—your work, for it could not have lived, but by your fostering care. 
The statement on the cover shows, that it has met the expenses of printing and circus 
lating. It has done no more, but for this, we are thankful, and have encouragement to 
goon. The design of the work is one, and always the same ; the good of the Church— 
its defence, its stability, and its advancement. The method of conducting it, will be 
substantially thé same, as it was in the beginning—as it was sketched in the prospectus, 
under date August 26th, 1823, by our late lamented Diocesan—its method of instruct- 
ing and moving is the same as that, sanctioned by ‘‘ Holy Scripture,” and the “ Holy 
Catholic Church’'—it is by precept, whether in the form of a sermon, a letter, an essay, 
a discussion, or a notice of a new publication—and by facts, historical or biographical— 
more particularly the history of our own times; and the biography of Christians who 
have been our cotemporaries, and passed away to their rest—facts adapted to warn, and 
excite abhorrence of sin; or to direct, and persuade to follow after holiness—the peace 
of God—and the-happiness of heaven. 

If we have succeeded in imparting anv degree of information, even to the most igno- 
rant and youthful of our readers—if we have reminded the well-instructed of any truth 
or duty which they may have overlooked—if we have awakened an emotion of piety of 
fellow feeling—of solicitude for the soul’s health—of desire for spiritual and heavenly 
hopes and enjoyments, in any one bosom+~if we have said one word of encouragement 
to those who are struggling against “the enemy’—against “a world lying in wicked- 
ness’’—and against the deceit in their own hearts—one word, in favor of their persever. 
ance who are endeavoring to live godly, righteously and soberly in this present evil 
world—to do justice—to love mercy, and to walk humbly with their God—in fine one 
word which, the grace of God preventing and assisting, has ministered in the least to 
the conversion to Christ of one soul of his redeemed—or to the edification of one of the 
believers in him, “not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy name, be the glory, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, three persons and one God, now and for ever!’’ Amen! 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN THE DAILY SCHOOL—OBJECTIONS 
CONSIDERED. 


Tue main objections to schools in which Christianity is taught, are— 
that they are Sectarian or not liberal—that they create or foster preja- 
dice—that religion is rather a sentiment than a principle, little concern- 
ed, if at all, with the understanding, and therefore little advanced by 
teaching —that their purpose is, or can be sufficiently answered by otber 
means—and that they divert contributions from another object (viz- 
Missions) more important, or more immediately needing them. 
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As to the charge of Sectarianism, before we consider whether it is 
well founded, we have to remark, that the words Sectarian and Sectari- 
anism, are generally used in a bad sense, and therefore the objection is 
not a fair oue—it is in fact anappeal to prejudice, [tis not uncommon 
to give a good purpose an ill name, and thus prevent its being candidly 
considered—and, in fact, cause it to be condemned, without a hearing. 

But let us analyze this charge. The word Sectarian implies a Sect. 
Our Church is not a Sect. It isa branch of the one Catholic Church. 
It is founded upon the Apostles, and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the head cornerstone. It has continued steadfastly in the Apos- 
tle’s doctrine and fellowship. It can prove its authority as derived from 
the divine head, conveyed through the succession of his Apostles. They 
who held not to the head—who departed from the fellowship of the 
divinely constituted Ministry—who separated from the “ Holy Catholic 
Church”—the “ one Catholic and Apostolic Church,’’ were in primitive 
times, demonstrated Sectarians, and if they organized themselves into 
a Society, it was called a Sect. The epithets, Sect, Sectarian, Sectari- 
anism, are misnomers, as applied to our Church, its members, and its 
institutions. 

It is true, “ Sectarianism’’ has not always its etymological and origi- 
nal meaning, but sometimes is used as asynonyme of prejudice. Preju- 
dice forms its opinions without examination; in consequence of bias, 
hastily ; adheres to those opinions, with obstinacy, and acts upon them 
zealously and constantly, as if they were well established truths. Now 
a candid man might say, that our School is founded in mistake or error, 
but not in prejudice, for the matter has been long considered; examin- 
ed in all its bearings ; postponed from day to day—tested by the expe- 
rience of all times, and in various countries; and by the successful 
operation of existing Schools in our own Church and country, and it 
may be added, the current of public opinion among us, and the manner 
in which we ourselves had been educated, being opposite—the preju- 
dice—the bias—the pre-conceived opinion was not in favor of, but 
against the introduction of Christian teaching into the Schools. 

Sectarianism is sometimes used as a synonyme for uncharitableness, 
and alas, there is too much reason, for confounding the terms. The 
holding, with a firm grasp, opinions which we believe to be true, and 
especially such as we believe have a scriptural foundation—the stern 
refusal to give them up, or modify them—the carrying them out into 
consistent practice are zo marks of uncharitable feeling, or action. 
Charity rejoiceth in the zruth. ‘True charity will do what it can to 
change false opinions, by arguments ; and by the influence of the ex- 
ample of a course of cunduct, directed by opposite opinions. But they 


are opinions, not persons, that she opposes. 
T’o impeach the motives, and malign the characters of those who 


differ from us, to treat them unkindly ; or even to withhold from them 
sympathy and assistance, would be inconsistent with charity. Indeed 
she cherishes the hope, that they are even better than their professed 
principles and usual proceedings, for “charity believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things—suffereth long and is kind.” Our 
School, we humbly trust, is founded in charity, and intruth. Itis de- 
signed to advance doth, for both are identified with the faith and practice 
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of Christianity. It will, we have good hope, never depart from either. 
It can maintain truth, as understood by it, firmly; undeviatingly; and 
to the end, without departing one jot, or tittle from the law of charity. 

When it does depart from that law, and not until then, will the charge 
of Sectarianism in the sense we are now considering, be imputable to it. 
Assuredly it has done nothing, and intended nothing, in the least degree, 
militating against the love of all mankind; the desire to do them good ; 
and the purpose, to benefit them, yes, every man, according to its ability, 
whatever may be his creed—his character, or his conduct. 

There is another sense attached to the word Sectarianism, viz: as 
synonimous with principle—fixed, immutable principle. In this sense, 
we plead guilty to the charge. In this sense our Church, and all its insti- 
tutions, and all its good members, are imbued with the very spirit of 
Sectarianism. In this sense (not the original one, not the proper, nor 
the more usual one, but, by the perversion of language, a sense in which 
it is sometimes used,) our Church is a Sect —its members are Sectarys— 
our School, and not it only, but our Theological Seminary, our Sunday 
Schools, our Missionary, Bible, Prayer Book and Tract, and Relief So- 
cieties, yea, all our Church institutions are Sectarian. But let us explain. 

Some men, alas, they are the majority, act from impulse, or animal 
sensibility ; from sympathy —from authority, the authority of the public, 
of a great man, or of a friend, fearing or respecting it; or desiring its 
favor—or from influence, sometimes operating unconsciously ; or from 
mere selfishness, not an enlarged self-love, but a regard to immediate 
present advantage—in short, they have no principles, no rules to con- 
trol, and to direct their words and actions. Some men have principles— 
pethaps deliberately formed—ardently loved—and on many occasions 
conformed to. But these persons do not abide by their principles un- 
deviatingly, and to the end. They too often yield them virtually, if not 
professedly, to gain favor—to avoid offending —to indulge their friend- 
ship or their benevolence—to escape the insinuation of being righteous 
over much—or bigotted, or superstitious, or enthusiastic, or illiberal, or 
Sectarian. These are the persons, whom our Lord in his parable de- 
scribed, as having no root, who, “in time of temptation fall away.” St. 
Paul compares those who hold their principles loosely and unsteadily, to 
‘children tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine,” and St. James alluded to such, when he said ** He that wavereth 
is like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind, and tossed.”’ The com- 
mendation bestowed on John the Baptist, wasthat he was *‘ no reed sha- 
ken by the wind.” 

Now he who clings tenaciously to his principles, and regulates closely 
and constantly his silence and his speecli—his actions and his refusals to 
act, by those deliberately formed, and well understood, and important 
principles, who resists successfully the temptations to change them, or 
to act inconsistently with them ; whom neither the love of ease, nor the 
desire to be esteemed, and loved, and favored—nor the stronger temp- 
tation of benevolence, or of friendship, or of.a desire to please others, 
can move to depart from what he regards as the path of duty—even such 





a man 


‘Fixed and steady to his trust, 
Inflexible to truth, and obstinately just” 
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may be regarded, and reproached by _ill-informed—misjuding, and no 
principled or unprincipled men, as a Sectarian, 

But if the character is attached to our school for no other reason, than 
that it is instituted on principle —that it has fixed principles—and means 
to act up to them, so far from denying the accusation, wé admit it—in 
this sense it means to be Sectarian unto the end—it hopes in humble 
dependance on the grace of God never to be ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ, but to be steadfast, unmoveable, and always abounding in his 
work—and stiil to love, honor, and obey “ this Sect, even if it should be, 
every where, spoken against.” 

Another objection (kindred to that which we have now considered,) 
to Christian Schools, is that they are not liberal, at variance with the 
spirit of this age of liberality, as some like to call it. In a former age, 
what is no w too often meant by “ liberality,” was called ‘ free-think- 
ing’’—and he whom some now call a liberal man, was then called a free- 
thinker. Of course it cannot be desired that our School should be libe- 
ral in this sense, or in that sense, which is an approximation to it— 
which regards it as not quite liberal to have prayers in the School, lest 
you might offend some parents who desire such prayers only as con- 
form in language and mode to their preferences—and for the same 
reason would have no reference to the doctrines of Christianity on the 
part of the teacher. In the Schools of our Church it is required that 
there shall be daily prayer—that the blessing of him, “ without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy,” shall be invoked—that the children 
shall thus be trained to look to the divine ruler for success in their stu- 
dies, and to begin, continue, and end all their doings, with reference to 
the providence and grace of God—and that the prayers shall be accor- 
ding to a prescribed form—because a prayer prepared with deliberation 
will probably be better adapted to the young mind and heart, and be 
more exact and complete than one uttered, without premeditation—be- 
cause the prayer, oft repeated, will be best understood, and best treasured 
up in mind—because the appetite for variety in thought and expression 
in prayer, is one not to be fostered, in the youthful mind, or in any 
mind—because the wisdom of the Church has preferred those forms of 
prayer which have been carefully prepared and published---to those 
forms, which are in the possession of him only who utters them, or to 
those forms, which are extempore---and above all, because infinite wis- 
dom has given its preference to prescript and foreknown prayer, as is 
fully attested by the many prayers recorded in the Old Testament ; the 
use of such prayers at the Temple at Jerusalem, the blessed gift of the 
Lord’s prayer---and the fact that in the garden, and on the Cross, he 
prayed, not extempore, but in familiar words, If we have any prayers, 
of course, we must have them in such terms, and with such postures, 
(kneeling or standing,) as the governors of the School, according to 
their best judgment prefer. 

It is required, in our Schools to read and to study the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and such other books as help to the knowledge of the same Scrip- 
trues, in particular ‘the Book of Common Prayer,” in which we have, 
as you recollect, the Catechism---the Articles---the system of Facts and 
Festivals---and Treatises on the Sacraments, and Ordination of Minis- 
ters, and Consecration of Churches. It is required, to guard the pupils 
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against the errors of Atheism, Deism, false religion, and modern Chris- 
trianity---and to illustrate not only +98 comparative, but the intrinsic 
excellence of the religion of Christ, and his Church, and there will be 
frequevt opportunities of doing so, not merely in what may be called 
their religious lessons, but in their secular lessons---for brief example, in 
teaching grammar, the pious teacher, might remind the youth---that lan- 
guage is the gift of God---and that the language given to his people was 
the Hebrew---that sin was the occasion of the diversity of languages, 
and attention may be directed to their Bibles on this point. 

In teaching geography---the holy land---the travels of St. Paul---and 
of modern Missionaries, might be interestingly, and usefuliy adverted to. 

In the study of the dead languages, the importance of the Greek, in 
which inspired Apostles wrote---and the errors in religion and morals of 
the classical authors may be elucidated. The higher ales of Educa- 
tion, Moral Philosophy, Natural History and Philosophy, Astronomy, 
Chemistry, Geology, and others, will afford still wider scope for what 
we mean by ‘ Christian Education.” 

It is required, in our Schdols, to have Christian discipline---that is, to 
govern not exclusively by the rod, and the fear of man---but by the 
fear of God, aud the desire of his approbation essential to peace of con- 
science---providential care, and happiness in the future world, 

Persuasion to punctuality---to diligence; to the abhorrence of igno- 
rance---to the thirst for knowledge---to avoid trifling, and whatever is 
wrong, or approaching to it, and having the appearance of 2t---and to 
cultivate good manners, and virtuous conduct, will be grounded, not 
merely on the sense of self respect, and on the desire of acquiring re- 
putation, or advancement in this present world; but the weapon of 
persuasion chiefly relied upon will be the sense of duty---the responsi- 
bility of an tmmortal creature---the avoiding of remorse, and of God’s 
displeasure---the looking to the peace of God in the heart, which passeth 
all understanding; and Azs favor which is better than life, and is the only 
security for true consolation ; for the hope which is full of glory; for 
the escape from the * second death” even the loss of the soul---aud for 
the rest and enjoyment of the heavenly inheritance. 

I repeat---the motives usually addressed to the young are not to be re- 
jected, but used with proper qualifications, and the Christzan motives 
too little regarded, if not utterly neglected, are to be presented in their 
proper pre- eminence. Honorable and moral conduct---studious habits 
and increase in knowledge are to be recommended, not only as adapted 
to gain the favor of the teacher, the parent and other men; and respecta- 
bility in after life, and temporal honors, wealth and enjoyment, but 
chiefly are they to*be recommended, as a solemn duty, for the neglect of 
which they will have to give account—as means, if used under a sense 
of dependance on the atonement of Christ, of advancing our best wel- 
fare in time and in eternity. 

If then, by a liberal school, is meant one in which there shall be no 
prayer, or none by a published form—no Bible read—no explanation of 
the Bible—no Creed and Catechism taught---no exposing on the part of 
the teacher of error in religion and morals---no reference to the Gospel, 
and the Church, as there may be fit opportunities, in the secular lessons ; 
and no other discipline, but that which an Atheist can resort to—which 
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has for its sanctions exclusively immediate punishment and reward, and 
temporal fear and favor, in short, no moral and religious discipline, in 
such a supposed case, our School is not liberal. If by a liberal School, 
ismeant one from which the Christian religiou---the very antipode of 
free-thinking, is excluded---or if there be admitted into it, only such a 
nominal Christianity, as the liberal man, so called, does not object to--- 
which excludes all creeds, and makes it immaterial what a man believes, 
whether he has sound principles or unsound ones, and of course speaks 


. favorably of all sorts of religious opinion, and is carfeful of uttering a 


word against any opznion (1 do not say man, let us not attack any per- 
son,) however wild, or injurious, or unscriptural---in such sense, and 
some others which might be specified, our Schools are not liberal. 

But if liberality is only another name for charity ; for Christean cha- 
rity; charity on Christian principles, after the example of Christ---for 
scripturally founded, discriminating, ardent, expansive, and never failing 
charity---¢hes is the temper which has laid the foundation of our School--- 
this is the temper, which it intends to inculcate, and to practice---charity 
to the soul, and not to the body only---charity to all, for to all its doors 
are open---and not to the members of our own Church only---and charity 
in judging, in speaking, and entreating every one of our brethren, by 
creation and redemption. May the day never come, when it shall feel an 
unkind emotion, or speak an unkind word, or commit an unkind deed. 
I say more, much more. When it shall cease to pray from the heart 
with the utmost ardour: ‘f From envy, hatred and malice, and all such 
uncharitableness, good Lord deliver us ;” yes, with full as much solici- 
tude and earnestness as it does pray to be delivered from all false doc- 
trine, heresy and schism. When, it shall cease to profess in all sincerity, 
that without charity all our deeds are nothing worth---and that the great- 
est of virtues, yea above faith, and hope—is charity. When it shall 
cease to teach the duty, the privilege, and the rewards of charity—to 
train the youth in deeds of charity for Christ’s sake to the bodies and 
souls of men—and in every preceding, whether it respects those with- 
out, or those within the Church, to practice charity—from that day, let 
its doors be closed. There is not one of its patrons, friends, or direc- 


tors, who will notrespond, Amen! 


The other objections to onr Schools will be noticed hereafter. But 
at present a few concluding remarks are offered. In the days of the 
Apostles, lay-persons (such probably were Aquila, and Priscilla, and 
Urbane, who are called helpers,) were employed in ‘* Christian teach- 
ing” in our mother Church of England---in our Church in this country ; 
and in the Churches of other denominations, School Masters and Mis- 
tresses have been, and are still employed in the-Christian teaching and 
training of the young—and such Schools have been, and are patronized 
by several civil] Governments, as Great Britain and Prussia. The mea- 
sure has been warmly commended, yea, declared to be indispensable by 
names of the highest authority. ‘ Yow think it worth while (says the 
eminent John Locke,) to hazard your son’s innocence and virtue for a 
little Greek and Latin. J think learning the least part—place your 
son in hands, where you may—secure his tmnocence—cherish and nurse 
up the good, and gently correct, and weed out any bad inclinations,fand 
settle in him good habits. This is the main point. The labor and art 
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of education should furnish the mind with, and fasten there, virtue ; and 
tutors should never cease, till the young man has a true relish of it : 
and placed his strength, his glory, and his pleasure in it.” 

Irreligious men have misunderstood and misrepresented Christian 
Schools, and have founded Schools in which Christian lessons and cus- 
toms are expressly prohibited, how little they have succeeded, even in 
advancing their exclusive objects, human learning and science need not 
now be shown as it easily could—but it should be known that there are 
some, and not a few of even the unbelievers in Christianity who have 
sought ‘* Christian Schools” for their own children, and wards—desir- 
ing that they should be brought up, under the influences, to the want of 
which in their own case, they attribute—the course of life which they 
now deplore—the upbraiding of their consciences—and the darkness, if 
not despair, which hangs over their views, beyond the grave. Oh, (said 
one who had been present at the devotions of one of our Schools, and 
been soothed by the scene around him,) that I had had such a privilege 
in my youth! 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ATONEMENT. 
% He is the very Paschal Lamb*” 


Jesus Christ, the divine teacher of our religion, stands to us in a rela- 
tion more intimate than a mere instructor. It is trae we owe to Christ 
the finest system of morals ever inculcated upon the minds of men; the 
only true account of our origin, of the end of our life; and of our desti- 
nies in eternity. But this is not all, He is more than a teacher of right- 
eousness. He asserts the necessity of being reconciled to God; He 
shows the way, allures our souls to walk therein; and whatever in it is 
impossible to human nature, He engages the power of God, and his own 
omnipotence to accomplish for us. 

God, who created all men, and all worlds, takes upon himself their 
government, upon the most rigid principles of justice—and whatever 
complaints we now make against the inflexibility of God’s righteous 
law, we should be willing to acknowledge the propriety of it, were it the 
condemnation of others than ourselves, that claimed our judgment. 

Nothing is so worthy of our thoughts as to extend them to other 
worlds, than that on which we walk. But in the same way that geome- 
tricians infer a real substantial relation between every particle of matter, 
that exists ; and every other particle, how far soever in space it may be 
removed ; so the moral and religious seeker after truth ought to raise his 
thoughts to the extent of moral existences and relations. We have no 
right either from nature or revelation, or from the analogy of either to 
suppose that the human race, are disjoined in their conduct, their ex- 
ample, their relations, as moral responsible beings, from beings of a 
similar nature having their existence elsewhere. There is this real bond 
of union between all virtuous beings throughout the universe ; a bond of 
union, which needs only to be stated in order that its raality be felt ;— 
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wherever there are rational creatures endowed with the farther capacity 
of entertaining feelings of moral responsibility ; the good among them 
will be inclined to love, and be serviceable to all other beings, who ac- 
knowledge their allegiance to piety and virtue ; and act ina manner suit- 
able to their acknowledged duty. This we say is a bond of union to all, 
bringing the most distant into that intimate degree of kind feeling to- 
wards all, that it is only necessary for them to know each other; have 
confidence in each other ; be certain that they do not mistake the pro- 
fession of righteousness for righteousness itself, in order for them to be 
induced to love and serve each other to the full extent of their abilities 
and opportunities. 

Who, my brethren, are so far removed from us in space, as the angels, 
who surround God’s throne. Who like them have noble employments 
to engage every moment of existence 4 Who like them pour into the 
mind at all times, the full tide of seraphic felicity. Yet it does not suf- 
fice these holy happy Spirits to spend their sympathies in mutual benefits 
among themselves; but Jesus Christ informs us, that they look upon this 
little busy scene of earth; and rejoice to see one sinner forsake the 
error of his way; and that heaven’s arches sing with their rejoicings, 
when the glory of God is promoted among the children of sin. Why 
do angels, whose faculties, moral and intellectual, are as far above ours, 
as ours are above those of the meanest insect, which we unfeelingly crush 
with our feet, sympathize with mortals ; and think the employment suita- 
ble to their dignity, to train us up as sons and heirs of the promises? 
What is it, but that the nature of virtue and piety is to divest their pos- 
sessor of every selfish principle; to show to them that their felicity is 
coincident with their duty ; and consists in extensive active henevolence 
like this. Why is it, but that the possessors of virtue respect and love 
it in all others ; and that angels enlarge their charity to the sphere of their 
knowledge and ability ; differing essentially from men, who by the lim- 
ited range of their powers, are obliged to contract the bounds of their 
benevolence ; to their families, their neighbors, their country, or at least 
to a sma!! portion of the human race. Nay, angels think it not incom- 
patible with their felicity to leave their habitations of beatitude in hea 
ven, and on earth intermingle with the children of sorrow, to assist them 
in their attempts to gain the favor of the common Father. 

Nothing is so little condemned by a narrow minute philosophy, as the 
ministration of angels; nothing is more clearly taught in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Nothing spreads out wider the prospect of our anticipated bliss, 
than the certainty, that we shall one day make part of their holy happy 
society. 

If then these spirits, happy in’the presence of God, find no diminution 
of their felicity, by coming into the world, the scene of misery to all 
creation else, what shall prevent their sympathy, from extending itself 
to every part of the universe, where there are moral beings to engage 
it. What, I would ask, is there of bluntness, or of narrowness in the 
affections of these latter, not to feel themselves bound by alaw to which 
they too must be willing subjects; so as not to return the kind regard of 
angels ? What is there, to prevent the different parts of God’s creation 
feeling for each other, what angels feel for each, and each feel for an 
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gels? So that all may be bound together in a law of love, under the 
wings and protection of Jehovah. 

It is impossible to dismiss all this, with the convenient remark that it 
is a sketch of fancy. The Christian law Of love, as it is eternal in its 
duration, so may we ascribe to it, another infinite quality of embracing 
in its arms, the entire creation, and of pervading every part of it. And 
all consequences, which flow from thus considering the different fami- 
lies of the universe, united by a single law into one community, rest 
upon the strictest principles of reason and argument. 

As a matter of fact, no one knows whether the ransomed of the Lord, 
shall in the judgment, be introduced to this community, so as to know 
all their relations to it; but this we know that our faculties shall be 
enlarged, if not indefinitely, at least so far as shall be sufficient. 

But this is the creation; this the extent of the universe; these are 
relations of the parts; this the bond of union between them. Brethren, 
does it appear to you proper that this commuuity be retained in its 
purity? Ought justice to pervade the form of every individual of it ; 
and the whole? Is it proper or no, for God, who is the head of it, to 
maintain justice in this society; this heaven; this government; this 
Church triumphant, and general assembly of the righteous? No doubt 
the ready answer of every one is: O Lord! just and true in all thy ways, 
it is meet that every individual should feel secure in righteousness, 
though that should require the banishment of the evil. 

We have two observations to make on what is before laid down. 

By thus considering no part of God’s family as separate from the 
rest, you will perceive, that an instance of penal justice in this world 
may serve the same purpose to the whole universe ; that an instance of 
penal justice under an earthly government served the rest of mankind. 
And as a malignant irreclaimable malefactor, can be of use in no other 
way, than by submitting to the stroke of justice, so the whole world ; 
will at least, if it be found in the judgment that the damned are much 
more numerous than the redeemed ; by its condemnation, prove to the 
universe there assembled that God is just, and that trath and righteous- 
ness are the stable pillars of his thrune. 

St. Paul makes it a matter of great conseqrence that God can justify 
the guilty and yet*be just himself. And this can never be done in gov- 
ernments where the governed, and governors have finite powers. The 
perfection of finite governments requires that no act of mercy be shown; 
because this would manjfestly be the promulgation of a law different 
from justice, a law to encourage the bad to make incursions upon the 
good; and would, in fact, be so much tyranny, since the proper, formal 
definition of tyranny is, that the tyrant discovers some other rule of re- 
warding the subjects of his will, than his own merit, and of punishing 
them according to some other standard than their demerit. The reason 
why rewards and punisiments are not in human governments always 
meted out according to merit and demerit, is their imperfection. In His 
government God is not driven to this. 

For this great assembly of the virtuous part of the creation, to be in- 
formed that there is a world where God regards not the wickedness of 
the members, must shake their confidence in his goodness as well as 
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mercy. For these two attributes in God, so far as they are known in 
his government, run up into each other and become the same. You 
who consider what must be the uniform operation of justice in God, if 
it exists at all; and the manner in which confidence in the government 
of God is to ne infused into the subjects of it, will perceive, that a 
single act of negligence, or slumbering of the wrath of God against sin, 
must forever shake, nay, destroy their belief im-his justice. For, as be- 
fore remarked, it is the very formal notion of tyranny, to suppose that 
the tyrant establishes some other rule for the distribution of rewards and 
punishments, than the merit and demerit of his subjects. 

It is agreeable to what we know of the goodness of God, to suppose 
that he is concerned in keeping up this confidence in all the subjects of 
his government; that he will preserve them in the free exercise of their 
virtue and benevolence ; ; and supply all things necessary to the security 
of either. For if it be trne; though perhaps it is not, that other com- 
munities among the great variety of moral creations ; are exposed to the 
incursions of wicked men after death; as the devil introduced sin into 
paradise ; so wicked spirits from this world roaming at length through 
infinite space, may also find communities to be corrupted by their influ- 
ence. Hence the necessity of turning into hell all the nations that for- 
get God. Well may other communities to whom the history of the 
world is known infer, that if God, condemns the wicked here; that he 
will condemn them elsewhere; and it is plainly necessary that a sepa- 
ration be made between the righteous and the wicked. 

For God to assert his justice by declaring to the universe, that he is 
on the side of virtue, appears in this view of the subject, to be a prin- 
cipal part of his plan of providence. In this view of the subject it 
makes no difference whether the guilty themselves suffer, or whether 
the righteous substitute themselves by their own voluntary act in the 
place of the guility. In this way the very same end is attained that 
was attained before. If it be told to the universe that God can some- 
times pardon the transgressor in view of the suffering of the Son of God ; 
their confidence remains unimpaired. 

Our second observation is short, seeing these things are so “ what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godli- 


ness.’ A. B. 
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NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


The Early English Church; by Edward Churton, with a Preface 
by Bishop Ives, 1842.—It is refreshing in those days of morbid craving 
after light and pernicious literature, to hail now and then, the publication 
of a sound and useful work. It isstill more pleasant, to the pious rea- 
der, where the work is found to bear, in any degree, upon that subject, 
which is now beginning to be viewed in its true light, as the most im- 
portant, next to their individual salvation, which can occupy the mind 
and engage the affections of men. 

Such feelings were excited by the antieipated perusal of a publica- 
tion, entitled -“‘ The Early English Chureh, by Edward Churton; nor 
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was there any disappointment in the result. It is a work emphatically 
suited to the times, intended and calculated to furnish the members of 
the Church in England and America with an honest weapon of self-de- 
fence, against the assaults of Popery on the one hand, and Sectarianism 
on. the other—that conscientious men, unable to make for themselves 
an accurate and satisfactory investigation, may find prepared for them, 
a concise and clear account of the reason and grounds of their faith; 
that there may be no longer an excuse for yielding to the assaults of 
subtle casuistry, or affected and too captivating liberality, and that ad- 
ditional testimony may be borne to the fact, so clearly proved, so little 
understood, of the Apostalic origin and original independence of the 
English Church, and of the resistance to subsequent usurpation by her 
Bishops and Martyrs for generation after generation, until the treachery 
of a foreign ecclesiastic accomplished what fear and force had long tried 
in vain. 3 

In proof of the first assertion—when Augustine, the monk, who was 
sent over by Pope Gregory, to convert not the original Brittons, who 
had already received the Gospel and formed a Church, but the Saxon 
invaders who were heathen, when this zealous and successful Missionary 
demanded a conference with the Welsli Bishops, to effect co-operation, 
and promote good understanding, the issue was as fullows:—On their 
way to the place of meeting, they were led to govern themselves by the 
following advice,—* see that he (that is Augustine,) come first with his 
company tothe place of meeting, and when he is seated make your 
approach, if he rises before you are at your coming, then be sure he is 
Christ’s servant and hear his word. But if he despises you and will not 
rise, you have the greater number on your side, despise him again. 
There was a little Welsh blood betrayed in this, and it took effect accor- 
dingly. Augustine was seated when they came, and did not rise, they 
touk it for a proof of pride, and to his proposals they answered that they 
would not admit them, nor would they esteem him as Archbishop,” as 
the speech of Bishop Dunod is quoted in the Rey. Mr. Odenheimer’s 
work on the Prayer Book, it is omitted here. 

Again, let the history speak to the second point, the resistance to 
usurpation. When the Pope Innocent 1V., wished to levy a contribu- 
tion upon England, to aid him in carrying on his war against the German 
Emperor, * the parish priests in many parts of the country met togeth- 
er to protest against the proceeding, and the Rectors of the Churches in 
Berkshire entered their protest under seven heads. The first, that it is 
not lawful to contribute money to support a war against the Emperor— 
and the fifth, that the King and Nobles of England by inheritance and 
good custom, have the right of patronage over the Churches of Eng- 
land ; and the Rectors holding livings under their patronage cannot ad- 
mit a custom hurtful to their property without his leave.” 

Again, Bishop Grostéte closes a long and pointed remonstrance to the 
Pope, upon another subject, in the fullowing words: “For these reasons 
most reverend Lord, since the commands I have received are so con- 
trary to the holiness of the Apostolic see, destructive to the souls of 
men, and against the Catholic faith—the very spirit cf unity, the love 
of a son, and the obedience of a subject, command me to rebel.” This, 
be it observed, was in the gloomiest period of Papal supremacy. One 














12 New Publications. [ April, 


more quotation exemplifying our last assertion, ‘“‘ what is more remark~ 
able, is that neither Becket, nor Stephen Langton, did much to increase 
the dominion of the Pope in England. It was one who is generally 
passed over by our historians, the French priest William Corboil, who 
brought the yoke upon the neck of the English Church”—thus much 
with regard to the Roman controversy. There are many interesting 
points in the history, which it would be both pleasant and profitable to 
dwell upon, such as the founding of monasteries, their influence upon 
learning, their original use and subsequent abuse, the connexion which, 
throughout the whole history of the English Church she has maintained 
with learning. How the Bishops and Ministers have been from the 
earliest ages the patrons of learning, the founders of Schools, and often 
the sole depositories of the literature and science of their respective 
ages. How education has been, from the first, the object of her solici- 
tude, and in primitive times went hand in hand with religion—how the 
separation between these has been a modern invention, unprecedented, 
except in the most degraded periods of the Church’s history. These 
and other interesting matters it is impossible to notice further at pre- 
sent, but it is proposed to make a few extracts hereafter which may 
tend to place in its proper light, the present enterprise of the Conven- 
tion of this State, so misunderstood by some and traduced by others, but 
so entirely in accordance with primitive custom and orthodox views. 

The Laws of the British Plantations in America, relating to the 
Church and the Clergy, Religion and Learning, collected into one volume 
by Nicholas Trott, L. L. D., Chief Justice of the Province of South- 
Carolina. London, 1721.—This rare ancient work, (a copy of which 
has lately been brought to light,) is dedicated to the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, the Bishop of London, and the members of ‘“ the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,” 

The author published a like work of high reputation on the laws i 
general, of South-Carolina, 

He sets forth his design in this pious strain: ** [have spared no pains, 
‘ to make this work plain, easy and useful; and I hope the same may 
‘ be of service to all persons concerned in the plantations, or that desire 
‘ to know the laws of the same; but more especially to the honorable 
‘ Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, (of which 
‘I have the honor myself to be a member,) for whose use and service, I 
‘ chiefly designed this collection; that so at one view they may see the 
‘laws that are of force in each Province inthe British America, relat- 
‘ing to the Church and the Clergy, religion and learning ; which may 
‘not only be of use to them in the management of those works of piety 
‘they are engaged in, but also by that means they may see what laws 
‘are wanting, or need be altered in, any Province, which for want of 
‘ such a collection, they should not so easily do. 

‘ And now, if these my labors can be any way subservient to the 
‘oreat and pious designs of that Society, in establishing religion, and 
* Propagating the Gospel of Christ, I shall not think much of the pains 
‘ I have bestowed therein. 

‘ Beseeching Almighty God to give his blessing on the endeavors of 
‘the said Society, for the Advancement of his Glory, that so the true 
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‘religion may be established and flourish, and the Gospel of Christ 
‘ propagated in the world, and that God would hasten his kingdom, and 
‘the glorious state of the Church, by giving his son the heathen for his 
‘ inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession.” 

The work contains “ the laws of all the British Plantations in America 
which had any settled government and assembly”’ in 1721, and therefore 
it has the laws of the old thirteen States, (Georgia and Vermont ex- 
cepted,) and of several of the West-India Islands, in all of 17 provinces, 

In the South-Carolina documents, we notice with pleasure the names, 
as Church Commissioners, &c., of several persons, whose descendants 
are now among the most zealous members of that Church which their 
fathers fostered. 

It is enacted that the Rector of St. James’, Santee, and St. Dennis, 
or Orange quarter, (inasmuch as most of their people were born in 
France, and do not well understand English,) may use Dr. John Durel’s 
translation of the Book of Common Prayer, and also deliver Sermons 
in French. In the ‘* Church Act,” (which is said to be unrepealed, and 
still in force,) Ministers, under a penalty of £50, are forbidden to unite 
in marriage contrary to the “table of marriages,”’ and laymen are pro- 
hibited under penalty of £100, from officiating at marriages. Several 
of the Acts of Assembly relate to the care of the Library, which was 
chiefly theological, instituted here, and in other provinces, by the Rev, 
Dr. Bray. The Act for founding schools declares that they are, as for 
useful learning, so also to teach ‘the principles of the Christian reli- 
gion,” and enacts that the School Master shall be capable to teach Latin 
and Greek, and * to Catechize and instruct the youth in the principles 
of the Christian religion, as professed in the Church of England.” 

The Act for the better observance of the Lord’s day, passed so early 
as 1712, enacts that every person, unless there be a reasonable excuse, 
shall attend public worship on that day, and in Church “ shall abide, or- 
derly and soberly during the time of prayer and preaching,” or be fined 
five shillings—and it forbids, under various penalties, worldly labor, or 
business, and the working of a slave, also selling goods and travelling. 
An Act for suppressing blasphemy and profaneness, punishes the de- 
nial of the truth of the Christian religion, &c. There are laws for 
erecting Churches, Parsonages, and maintaining Ministers, and for en- 
couraging the baptizing of slaves. 

It is evident then that our fathers, the founders of our country, hada 
“care for the soul,” and not merely for life, liberty, and property, and 
their provisions for the soul, are worthy of being adopted by us—they 
were, Ist. Protecting holy time on the Lord’s day. 2d. Providing 
Churches and Ministers. 3d. Instituting Christian Schools, that is, teach- 
ing Christianity in the Daily School, and taking care that the School 
Master was a Christian. 4th. Training all, slaves not excepted, in 
Christian truth and practice. 5th. Fostering libraries of sound learn- 
ing, but especially of a theological character. 

One motive for noticing this old book, is to let it be known that they 
who wish to consult it, (as some may in reference to the religious Jaws 
of the 17 provinces here collected,) that it is in the Library of, the So- 
ciety for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina. 
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Ordination Duly Estimated, an Exhortation, delivered in St. John’s 
Church, Hagerstown, on the Sunday before Christmas, Dec. 19th, 1841, 
at the Ordination of the Rev. Theodore B. Lyman, Deacon, the Minister 
of the Parish, to the Priesthood. By the Rt. Rev. William R. Whitting- 
ham, D. D., Bishop of Maryland. Published by request.—This exhor- 
tation has been well characterized as ‘“ heart stirring,’’ more properly 
conscience stirring. Itis so bothto Clergyman and Layman, and on 
these high topics; the utter want, or the great imperfection of that faith 
which looks beyond the vale of things temporal, and the folly and dan- 
ger of worldliness—the real insignificance of the things which are seen— 
and the overwhelming value of those things which are not seen, but eter- 
nal. The rubric directs that, on the occasions of ordination, the sermon, 
or exhortation, shall be addressed both to the ministry and the people, 
setting forth the necessity of the ministerial order, and the relative du- 
ties of the pastor and the flock—the leader and the follower—the teach- 
er and the pupil. Without going into detail, and without formal divisions, 
the exhortation before us, by the declaration and exposition of great 
principles, covers the whole ground, and if it be consistent with the 
rubric in this case, and with the custom of the Church, (points which we 
do not undertake to decide,) this exhortation might advantageously be 
repeated on like solemn occasions. 

There are some who may not have an opportunity of reading it—and 
there are others, who would read an extract, who would not the whole, 
and therefore we invite attention to the following impressive remarks 
which we hope and pray will do good. 

The effect of Ordination.—* A few prayers offered, a few words 
spoken, a significant but simple gesture employed by the poor instru- 
ment of the working of Goc’s providence in His Church, and one whom 
many of you have Jearned to love and respect in the faithful discharge 
of an inferior ministry shall have laid upon him, in its full measure, the 
heaviest of all burdens that frail man can bear in this mortal state, the 
eure of souls—the ambassadorship of Christ—and the stewardship of the 
mysteries of God.” * * ‘ Who dives as if all assumed and acted on 
in the ordination of a minister of the Church of Christ were really, bona 
fide, actually, and unchangeably true, with regard to him—the indivi- 
dual ? as if he fe/¢ himself thereby brought in contact with a messenger 
from the courts of heaven charged with a commission for him specially 2” 

The power of faith— The senses, while they witnessed to the mar- 
vellous work of Jesus, did no more. The believing soul outstripped 
them, and reached the fact of the presence of the Son of God in that 
humble guise. For that, the Saviour pronounced him blessed: saying 
in effect to him what he afterwards declared to Thomas, ‘ blessed are 
they who have not seen and yet have believed.’ ” 

The lamentable want and weakness of faith—* We craw] our little 
span of trial on this earthly ball, bound down to its perishing pursuits 
and occupations, as if we were a//its kindred dust. Its concerns we allow 
to become our chief, our only realities. Them we can appreciate. In 
them we take an interest. They appeal to our senses: we see, and feel, 
and hear, and know, the value of wealth, and influence and honor, the 
miseries of poverty, and degradation, and bereavement. Flesh and 
blcod reveal these things to us: and like the insect’s microscopic eye, 
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turn grains of dust to mountains, and the crevice of a hair’s breadth toa 
yawning gulf, while the symmetry and splendor of the palace and the 
beauties of the landscape remain unseen, Were I here at the request 
of some foreign millionary, to open a loan on most advantageous terms, 
accessible to all without exception, what excitement the occasion would 
create! How real, and general, and intense the concern of all would 
be.” * * ‘ What a comment on our faith, brethren, to place such an 
imaginary transaction beside the realities that now occupy us, and ob- 
serve the contrast!” * * ‘“ We dread to urge on minds self-degraded 
to a level with the perishing things by which they are surrounded such 
views of time and eternity, and their respective interests and occupa- 
tions, as might approximate to the reality, lest the utter incapability of 
those who hear to understand, make our message seem to them as the 
ravings of a madman, rather than the words of truth and soberness,” 
* * «My heart melts within me, in the miserable conviction that for 
the most part the election of a town officer, or a bank director, would 
have more real interest, more close concernment, a livelier and warmer, 
and more lasting hold on their feelings and their anxieties, than the se- 
gregation of a fellow-mortal to the guardianship of their own souls.” * 
* ““ Grudgingly, and of necessity, a little ttme—as little as will satisfy 
the bare letter of positive divine command—is given to the joint public 
worship of Him who has vouchsafed our admission to that high privilege 
as an antepast of the joys that centre in His presence, and a preparation 
for its unveiled glories and terrors at His hourly approaching coming ;— 
a little thought—as little as what we allow to be and dare to call the en- 
grossing cares of life, will suffer us to bestow—is given to what is the 
one only end of living, the only explication of the riddle of this myste- 
rious state of being, the only aim to which man’s nature rises when it is 
directed, the only pursuit that always satisfies, and never satiates— pre- 
paration for eternity ; a little, very little, personal attention and propor- 
tion of their gettings and possessions, is given to the maintenance and 
extension of provisions owned to be made by the Lord Himself for the 
advancement of His own glory by that of the spiritual welfare of His 
creatures.” * * ‘Does the man who thinks fst of his food and rai- 
ment, his wife and children, his business and social duties, and then 
turns, at long intervals, in broken moments, the very scraps and leav- 
ings of his life, to the Saviour of his soul,—does that man believe in 
Him ? does he feel towards Him—as he must feel, if indeed he believes— 
as he would, if the Lord of glory stood there before him, clothed with 
the splendor in which He shone on the mount of transfiguration, or 
hung there, bleeding on the cursed tree ! as he shal/ feel when every 
eye shall look on Him, as He comes in terrible majesty to judge those 
who have rejected Him when He came to save them? No, brethren! 
fuith is no dead, inert, speculative persuasion, half-cherished and half- 
suffered, because evidence compels conviction! Fazth is living, and 
warm, and vigorous.” 

Close preaching to all, and ministers in particular.— The unseen world 
from which sense shuts us out is the high, the only true reality ; and the 
day is close at hand to every one of us, when for himself he shall know 
and feel that he has been living in the presence of his Judge a stranger to 
it ; sharing in the mercies of his Saviour and not knowing them; walking 














16 Standing to Sing. [ April, 


in the midst of heavenly blessings and despising them; deaf to the calls 
of redeeming love, and blind to the glorious visions disclosed by reve- 
lation to the eye of faith. Then in the hour of death, and at the day 
of judgment—sucn scenes as these shall be looked back upon with an 
interest, how different from that which they now possess! Then shall 
be perceived the difference between the care of the body and that of the 
immortal soul! Then shall those who now think the accumulation of 
a few hundreds or thousands for themselves or their children, an object 
fully worthy of attention, and provision for eternity for their own and 
their children’s souls a matter of no, or very secondary moment, be un- 
deceived! Then shall the awful trust and responsibility of the herald of 
saving truths and steward of the means of grace, stand forth in their 
true light; and you, brethren, become aware how rich a treasure God 
had sent to you in earthen vessels, and we, who bear it, how terrible an 
account we have to render of its dispensation!” * * ‘Your own 
soul’s ruin is the least evil that can result from carelessness in life or 
conversation on your part---you cannot perish singly, if you would. Mul- 
titudes must be wounded by any misconduct of one set on high, a teacher 
and example to the people. A small transgression, if such there be, in 
@ minister of the gospel becomes a heinous crime, because it is at once 
the example and encouragement to all within his sphere of influence to 
go farther on the downward road. ‘Their blood must be laid to his ac- 


count, in the sight of God.” 
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SELECTIONS. 


STANDING TO SING. 
Messrs. Editors,x—In the Journal of the General Convention of our 


Church for 1814, pages 303 and 313, (Bioren’s edition,) I read as fol- 


lows: 

‘‘The recommendation of the House of Bishops, relative to the pos- 
tures of ministers and-people, during the singing of the metre psalms 
and hymns, was taken up for consideration, approved of, and agreeably 
to request, returned to that house, to be entered on their journal.” 

‘* The following recommendation was proposed and adopted. 

“The House of Bishops, propose to the House of Clerical and Lay- 
Deputies, the following recommendation, to be considered of by the 
house, and, if agreeable, to be returned to this house and entered on 
their journal. Whereas, a diversity of custom has of late years pre- 
vailed in the posture of ministers and of the people, during the act of 
singing the psalms and the hymns in metre; the former practice of sit- 
ting during this part of the service gradually giving way to the more 
comely posture of standing; it is hereby recommended by this Conven- 
tion, that it be considered as the duty of the ministers of this Church, 
to encourage the use of the latter posture, and to induce the members of 
their congregations, as circumstances may*permit, to do the same: 
allowance to be made for cases, in which it may be considered inconve- 
nient by age, or by infirmity. Practice under this recommendation, is 
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to begin from the time when suitable information shall have been given 
by the ciergy to their respective flocks. And, it shall be the duty of 
every minister to give notice of this recommendation to the congrega- 
tion, at such time as in his discretion may be the most proper. 

‘* The carrying into effect of the contemplated change, may be delayed 
by the Bishop of any Diocese, or where there is no Bishop, by the ec- 
clesiastical authority therein, until there shall have been time and 
opportunity of explaining satisfactorily the grounds of the measure.*” 


Bishop Mant in his work entitled “the Church and Her Ministra- 
tions,”’ writes: 

‘¢ There is another particular, whereby persons such as these, no less 
than others, may testify a becoming sense of this part of religious wor- 
ship, by doing that which every considerate and pjous person will 
probably concur in thinking that all are required and ought to do, howe- 
ver numerous be those in most of our congregations, who permit them- 
selves to act at variance with the prif€iples of the Church, founded as 
those principles are on the reason of the thing, and on the representa- 
tions of Holy Scripture. I allude to the @osture fit for those who are 
engaged in the celebration of God’s praise and glory. ‘The Church, 
as you are aware, directs her congregations to be ‘ all standing up,’ du- 
ring the saying or the singing of the prose version of the Psalms in the 
usual course of the Morning and Evening Prayer. And ‘by the same 
direction she must be understood to require, that ‘all’ be ‘ standing up’ 
likewise during the singing of the metrical Psalms: for no imaginable 
reason can be assigned for the one which is not equally conclusive for 
the other. And yet many are the persons in our different congregations, 
for I make the remark with no special reference, and your observation, 
my brethren, will doubtless correspond with mine in bearing witness to 
the truth of the general remark, that in our different congregations are 
many persons, who are attentive to the direction of the Church during 
the reading of the Psalms, but are altogether neglectful of it during the 
singing. But come now, my brethren, and let us reason together a lit- 
tle upon this matter. Is not the singing of Psalms an act of Divine 
worship? Should not all acts of Divine worship be performed with out- 
ward demonstrations of reverence? Nay, donot such outward demon- 
strations enter into the very notion of Divine worship, according to the 
proper purport of the original phrases, by which ‘ worship’ is signified 
both in the Old and New Testaments, and which literally denote the out- 
ward demonstrations themselves ? Is the posture of sitting such a demon- 
stration? Again: are not many of the Psalms addressed altogether, 
and are not many others addressed in patt, immediately to God Him- 
self? Is the posture of si¢fimg that wherein it would be thought respect- 
ful to present a formal address to a superior? Is it that, which we 
should choose for an address to an earthly sovereign? Is it that which 
we ought to choose for an address to the Sovereign of heaven, high and 
mighty, the King of kings, and Lord of lords? Again: Is not the sing- 
ing of Psalms an exercise professedly undertaken to the praise and 


*See Shepherd on Common Prayer, vol. 1, page 126. 
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glory of God? Does the posture of sitting bespeak a becoming sense 
of the nature of the service? If it does, why do those, who sit during 
the previous Psalm, rise at the doxology, or hymn of glory? and what 
reason can be given by them for rising at the doxology, which should 
not likewise influence them to rise and stand at the previous Psalm, 
sung, as the whole is, to God’s praise and glory?’ Again, what doth the 
Scripture say for the assistance of our judgment on this question? Doth 
it give any sanction to the posture of sitting, as fit for the celebration of 
God’s praises ? Doth it not rather discountenance that posture generally, 
and prescribe such as may be more suitable to the idea of religious 
adoration; as when inthe Revelation, on “the giving of glory, and 
honor, and thanks’ to God, it describes the elders, who were previously 
sitting round the throne, as ‘falling down before him that sat on the 
throne, and wosshipping him that liveth for ever and ever, and casting 
their crowns before the throne?’ Specially doth it not teach us, with 
respect to the posture particularlyappointed by the Church, that, in the 


service of the temple, not only wete the ‘ Levites’ to stand every morn- 


ing to thank and praise the Lord, and likewise at even ;’ but that ‘ when 
they waited with instruments of music to praise. the Lord, all Israel 
stood,’ and that they said to the people, ‘Stand up, and bless the Lord 
your God?’ And doth it not set before us the like exemple in the con- 
duct of the heavenly host, by teaching in a vision of St. John in the 
Revelation, that ‘a great multitude, whom no man could number, stood 
before the throne, and cried with a loud voice, Salvation to our God ;’ 
and in another, that ‘they, who had gotten the victory over the beast, 
stood and sang the song of Moses and of the Lamb? Again, doth not 
the history of the Church inform us, that upon such examples as these 
was founded the practice of the primitive Church of Christ; and that 
such parts of the public service, as were not celebrated in the posture 
of kneeling, were celebrated in that of standing, this being accounted 
another form of the reverential worship of Almighty God, especially in 
the acts of praise and thanksgiving? Again, is not psalmody a service, 
for the most part, of joyful thanksgiving and praise ? And does not the 
erection of the body fitly express the lifting up of the heart in joy, and 
require us all to be active partakers init? And is not therefore that 
posture more becoming which bespeaks an active worshipper, rather 
than one which indicates indolence, perhaps inattention, or at the best is 
more suitable to an observer only and a listener, than to an active parti- 
cipator in the service ? Again, is it not more conducive to that ‘ order 
and decency,’ with which, according to the Apostle’s precept, all things 
should be done in religious assemblies ; and is it not more conducive to 
that edification,” which should be the object, as the Apostle also teaches 
us, of all such assemblies ; that an uniformity of practice, as well as an 
agreement in sentiments, should prevail in a Christian congregation ? 
and is not that practice to be deemed more eligible for all, in behalf of 
which much may be said to recommend it, rather thah one for which no 
reasonable argument can be adduced? Lastly, if this were a question 
of mere indifference, resting upon no positive ground of reason or of 
Scripture, still is it not true, as stated in our thirty-fourth Article of re- 
ligion, that ‘every national Church hath authority to ordain ceremonies 
or rites, so that all things be done to edifying ? Hath not our national 
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Church ordained, that ‘all’ her people shall be ‘standing up’ during 
the saying or singing of the Psalms? And is it not incumbent upon all 
readily and cheerfully tocomply? Some persons indeed there may be, 
who are inattentive to the ordinances of the Church, nor less to the ar- 

ument of reasen, and the lessons to be derived from scriptural exam- 
ples of the Saints of God ; and who may think lightly of all outward 
forms in the performance of divine worship. Such however cannot be 
supposed to be the case with you, my brethren, professed members as 
you are of our most scriptural Church. If, therefore, with any of you 
a less commendable practice than that which has been urged upon your 
observance should be found to prevail, together with the belief that such 
a practice has been the result of inconsideration, I cherish the hope 
that a due regard to the arguments which have been now submitted to 
your thoughts, will, by the blessing of God, conduce to its correction ; 
and that you will be thus brought by the Divine grace to a better mind, 
and toa more praiseworthy, a more devout, and a more edifying prac- 
tice.” 


Now the present correspondent respectfully submits the questions. 
Has not Bishop Mant proved that standing to sing is the right posture ? 
Has not the “‘ change” contemplated in 1814, and carried into effect, 
(it is believed in every Diocese but one or two,) been delayed in South- 
Carolina long enough? ORDER? 


—_—_Sxa-——- 
MORAL EDUCATION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

It has been often asserted by some Christians, that not only Christian 
morals, but Christian truths might be inculcated in our public schools, 
and in schools in general not under the control of any Church, without 
giving offence. The following facts show that those Christians are not 
mistaken, who see no other way of having Christian teaching and disci- 
pline in the daily school, but for each denomination to institute schools 
in which knowledge and religion shall be inseparable. 


From the Princeton Review for July, 1841. 


We have stated the following case to members of several school-con- 
trolling Boards, in order to test the operation of the principle they would 
establish. 

Two school boys have been engaged in a violent quarrel, ending in 
blows. The parties are summoned into school, panting for breath, cov- 
ered with dirt and blood, their lips pale and quivering, and their whole 
frame convulsed with passion. The teacher, after the irritation has 
subsided, and the offenders have become calm enough to listen, calls 
them to his desk, and suspending for a season the ordinary exercises of 
the school, requests their att@ntion to the unhappy case before them. 
He represents to the combatants the nature and enormity of their of- 
fence—the sin of indulging such malevolent feelings, the duty of for- 
bearance and forgiveness, &c.; and to give the highest possible sanction 
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to his reproof and exhortation, he adverts to the precepts and example 
of the divine Redeemer. “You are directed in this gospel,” he may 
say, ‘‘ to love your enemies, to pray for them that despitefully use you 
and persecute you, and when the aggressor in the present case did the 
wrong, it was the duty of the sufferer at once to forgive. And in confir- 
mation of this truth, we have the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
we may remember that it is not the example of a mere man, but of him 
who has all power in heaven and on earth, and it has therefore all the 
authority of God himself. He came to our world to bless and to save 
it, but the world despised, rejected and slew him. And did he smite 
when he was smitten? Did his bosom swell with indignation and his 
eye kindle with anger when he was insulted? No! So far from him 
were all evil and sinful passions, that he prayed for his enemies—he 
wept over the delusion and unhappy doom of those who reviled and 
persecuted him, and even when the hands of his betrayers and murder- 
ers were stretched out to take his guiltless life, his meek voice was 
heard, in all that tumult and outrage, ‘ FaTHER FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY 
KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO.’ Compare this, my boys, with your feelings 
and cenduct during the past huur. Here, in these Holy Scriptures, is 
the law you have broken, and it is sanctioned by divine authority. Here 
is the precept you have violated, enforced and illustrated by the eternal 
Son of God in his life upon earth. Do you not see that your offence is 
rank, and ought you not to repent, confess your faults, forgive each oth- 
er, and resolve never again to fall under the dominion of unholy pas- 
sions? Such a resolution, taken in the fear of God, and with an hum- 
ble prayer for his grace to strengthen you, may save you from a multi- 
tude of sins.’ 

Upon proposing this case fo one or more individuals officially con- 
nected with the Education Boards of New-York, Massachusetts and 
Pennsylvania, they severally replied that such a course would unques- 
tionably be regarded as an infringement of the neutral principle which 
the school systems of those States have recognized. 

We have then put the following case :—-A boy is detected in a false- 
hood. The offence is known throughout the school, and all proper 
means have been taken to bring the offender to repentance, but in vain. 
The teacher, at some suitable moment, calls the attention of the school 
to the subject, and thinks proper to improve the occurrence for impress- 
ing on their minds the enormity of this sin. He turns to the history of 
Ananias and Sapphira, and to the fearful retribution with which this 
particular sin is threatened. It is natural for him to cite the passage 
which declares that the fearful and unbelieving—and aut Liars shall 
have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, which 
is the second death. “ Thus you see, young friends,” he might say, 
“This wicked child not only incurs present censure and pain, but he 
offends God, and incurs the dreadful peril of being eternally punished 
in the world beyond the grave. As Dr. Watts’ hymn says :— 


‘There is a dreadful hell 


And everlasting pain 
There sinners must with devils dwell 


In darkness, fire and chains.’ ” 


This, we remarked, is simply the inculcation of the moral duty of 
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speaking the truth, and our reference to the bible is for authority and 
sanction. Shall we be allowed to make the reference or not? They 
replied without hesitation or qualification, No! It would be clearly re- 
ligious instruction, or instruction in religious doctrines, and it must of 
course be excluded by the loosest construction of the neutral principle. 
And one of them observed more particularly, that it would offend the 
Universalists, who were among the most active and liberal supporters 
of the public schools, aud who would rather see the whole system abol- 
ished than suffer such opinions to be inculcated. 

Once more—I am a teacher—1 direct James, one of my boys, to stay 
after the school is dismissed, to sweep the room and put the desks, &c., 
in proper order. He murmurs, but very impatiently yields to my posi- 
tive commands. He usually obeys me with great cheerfulness, but it 
seems he has engaged to join two boys of the neighborhood in a skating 
frolic on a mill-pond near by, and the frustration of this plan occasions 
all the sullenness and discontent. James stays reluctantly and does his 
work, and the other boys hasten cheerily to their amusements. One of 
them glides into an air hole and is sucked under the ice, and the other, 
in attempting to rescue him, sinks into the same current, and both are 
drowned. 

The melancholy tale is soon told in every dwelling of a country school 
district, and is in the mouths of all my scholars as they assemble the 
next morning. I seize the sad occasion to impress on their minds the 
mysterious appointment of a righteous superintending Providence. If 
I had not insisted on James’ compliance with my wishes, it is more than 
possible he would have made the third victim. So that while he was 
impatiently and fretfully doing his duty, the hand of a kind Providence 
was gently holding him back from danger. Hence 1 would have you all 
learn, that while we attend to what seems clearly our present duty, we 
may expect the divine protection and blessing, and that nothing is more 
unwise and dangerous, than for such blind and feeble creatures as we 
are to attempt to live or move butin God. The steps of a good man are 
ordered by the Lord. In all thy ways acknowledge him, etc. There 
is a beautiful hymn of Cowper’s on this subject, which you would do 
well to learn. 


** God moves in a mysterious way, etc., etc.” 


How would this case stand in reference to the neutral principle? “ It 
would be decidedly inadmissible,” they replied. ‘“1t is obviously doc- 
trinal,” and at least one cf them thought inculcated a false doctrine. 


C. D. J. 


SZ 


—_-_—_—_—~ . 
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From the Episcopal Recorder. 
ON CLOSET RELIGION. 


Every age has its peculiar defects and errors, against which those 
who are the watchmen in Zion, should be on their special guard. I 
conceive one of the great defects of the present age, is a want of a re- 
tiring spirit, among the professed members of the Church. Active effort 
is the order of the day, and the duties which devolve upon the zealous 
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members of the Church are so many and weighty, that I acknowledge the 
difficulty of securing as much time as could be desired for the cultiva- 
tion of the higher attainments of Christianity in the closet. 

But this only makes the warning more necessary, and to a conscien- 
tious Christian no subject is more difficult, than to decide how much of 
his time he ought to devote to the powerful and urgent claims of active 
benevolence, and how much to the equally important duties of retired 
and personal religion. That the error has been and still is to give too 
small a portion of time to the latter, I am fully persuaded, and as there 
is much in active operation congenial to the natural man, or at least to a 
lower state of spiritual attainment, whilst all the remains of the carnal 
heart revolt against the heart-searching and spiritual occupation of self- 
examination, prayer, meditation, &c., it is not to be wondered if persons 
easily persuade themselves to neglect the latter, under the plea of the 
necessity of the former. ‘These two duties of Christianity however, 
the active and the passive, go best together, and he who lives most 
closely with God, by devoting a far larger portion of his time to private 
religion than most are in the habit of doing, will not be found wanting 
in active benevolence, for he will be quickened by the most powerful 
motives ; love for the souls of men, will be more vigorous, whilst the 
halo of devotion, which is cast around him, will give to his example and 
efforts, a far greater degree of influence. 

I might pursue this subject much further—the ordinary mode of 
spending the Lord’s day by professing Christiaus might be contrasted 
with that “‘ more excellent way,” which is open to all, for I am persuad- 
ed that if the number of hours spent in solitude, even by the elite of the 
Church, were ascertained, the result would be very melancholy, as 
showing how little time is devoted to many of the most important means 
of grace, which can only be pursued when alone. It is much easier 
work, more agreeable to flesh and blood, to sit in Church, and hear a 
sermon, than to prepare for the disagreeable office of cleansing—to use 
a Scriptural figure—that cage of unclean birds, ourown heart. There- 
fore it is that we find that so many persons, instead of dividing their 
Sundays into those three parts, of Sunday school teaching, public wor- 
ship, and private retirement, are contented to sacrifice the last entirely. 
To this cause may be traced in a measure the low attainments of many 
whom we confidently believe, have been truly turned from sin to God. 


——— Se 


From the Church. 
THE DAILY SERVICE. 


What we are now, however, concerned to notice is, the introduction 
of such novelties as have tended to diminish the reverence of Christian 
people for the services and sacraments of the Church, and to cause them 
to yield indirectly to the servant the homage which is due only to the 
Master. What we mean is, the baneful influence of that innovation 
which has, to so great and alarming an extent, substituted preaching for 
praying, and has thus reduced what ought to be a love for the courts of 
the Lorp’s house into a morbid and vicious appetite for a sort of spiri- 
tual dramatic show,—a scene where passion may have its excitement, 
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and where fancy may enjoy its revelry. The consequence has been, 
that the main stimulant to attendance at divine service is not to unite in 
prayer and praise to the Most High Gop, but to hear the expositions of 
His word from the lips of the human and fallible teacher. We are far 
from meaning to underrate preaching, or to disparage its efficacy as a 
most important and blessed auxiliary to the great object of Christian 
worship ; yet do we contend that it should be made to take its place in 
a subordinate rank, and not usurp a station to which it has no inherent 
claim, and certainly no precedent from the best and earliest example of 
the Church of Curist. Amongst the evils which have arisen from the 
gradual exaltation of preaching above prayer, not the least has been a 
growing neglect of public worship itself,—a gradually diminished atten- 
dance of all classes at the house of Gop. How often, for. example, 
does it happen that when the Church is opened for morning or evening 
prayer, without a sermon, we find the great body of ordinary worship- 
pers absenting themselves because there is no sermon. Of course they 
thus tacitly make the admission that with them the sermon is every 
thing, and the prayers comparatively nothing. Again, in many cases, 
where a sermon accompanies the prayers, it is by no means an uncom- 
mon thing to find a very considerable number of persons absenting 
themselves from the Lorp’s house, not because the minister of the sanc- 
tuary is deficient in punctuality, or neglectful of his general duties, or 
immoral or unholy in his conduct, but because he is not an eloquent 
preacher! His manner, they contend, is dry and tame ; his discourses, 
say some, want energy and grace; others affirm that they are without 
point and without unction; and, therefore, not being completely edified 
or rather gratified by his doctrine or delivery, they feei themselves justi- 
fied in omitting altogether the duty of divine worship. More than this, 
we have cases where two or more clergymen officiate in the same 
Church,—one, perhaps, a lively and impressive expositor of Divine 
truth ; the other.comparatively inanimate and uninteresting. At the 
hour, therefore, when the lively and popular preacher is known to offi- 
ciate, there is a good attendance; but when his coadjutor, less physi- 
cally endowed, has his turnto minister in the sanctuary, numbers stay 
away, or with admirable fidelity to their plighted allegiance to the 
Church, repair to some conventicle where rampant gesticulation, a son- 
orous voice, and noisy declamation, create at least that temporary ex- 
citement of the feelings, and its attendant gratification, which seems to 
be with them the main object of spiritual aspiration ! 

These are some of the results of the unscriptural exaltation of preach- 
ing above prayer,—of the human exhortation to Christian duty above 
the duty to which it exhorts,—of the fallible exposition of the Divine 
Word above the unerring Word itself. People,—professedly Christian 
people, too,—come to view Gop’s temple in something of the light of a 
play-house ; the bost actors gain the best patronage ; and where there 
is afailure of clerical * stars,” that temple is gradually deserted, and 
by and by perhaps shut up! The history, rather the vicissitudes, of 
many a dissenting chapel will bear more feeling testimony to the truth 
of what we say, than could the most melancholy story of the kind which 
any of our own Churches can furnish. Not only does such a system 
serve to abolish the grand principle and meaning of divine worship, but 











24 Owe no Man. [ April, 


it goes to substitute for the claims of an apostolically, my divinely consti- 
tuted ministry, the incidental possession of powerful lungs, a lively 
manner, and a graceful composition,—it gives strong countenance to 
the opinion that the most influential call to the ministry consists in a nat- 
ural volubility or a pleasing elocution! In addition to the gradual de- 
struction of a!! devotional feeling on the part of the flocks through this 
vicious and unchristian system,—substituting, as it manifestly does, an 
evil spirit of captious criticism, and a morbid passion for excitement in 
the room of that humble watchfulness, meditation, and prayerfulness 
which our public services ought to be a great means of fostering, —it is 
not difficult to foresee the disastrous effect which it must have upon the 
pastors of those flocks. In some, how deplorably must it nurture that 
spiritual pride and self-exaitation to which the corrupt human heart is 
so prone, and for the correction even of the danger of which a ‘thorn 
in the flesh” was in mercy vouchsafed to an inspired Apostle; and to 
others,—to the neglected and the forsaken,—with what a dispiriting, 
what a calamitous influence must it be attended ! 

Were we briefly to furnish a reason for this alarming depravation of 
the religious taste of the age, we should ascribe it to the infrequency of 
our public religious services,—more especiaily to the abolition of a cus- 
tom so truly Christian and Catholic as the Datty Morning and Evening 
Prayer. Until this be generally restored, we fear the vicious system we 
have alluded to will prevail; but when the stated services of the Church 
have gained their legitimate hold upon the minds and hearts of Chris- 
tians, they will learn to regard as extrinsical and unessential things, 
those appendages of human oratory and skill which modern degeneracy 
has magnified into the ‘ one thing needful” of devotional exercise. 


—» oe — 
OWE NO MAN. 


It is an old saying that the debtor is a slave to the creditor. If so, 
half the world enter into voluntary servitude. The universal rage to buy 
on credit, is a serious evil in this country. Many a man is ruined entire- 
ly by it. Many a man goes into astore for a single article. Looking 
around, twenty things strike his eyes: he has no money but buys on cre- 
dit. Foolish man! Pay day must come, and ten chances to one, like 
death, it finds you unprepared to meet it. Tell me, ye who have expe- 
rienced it, did the pleasure of possessing the article, bear any proportion 
to the pain of being called on to pay for it when you had it not in your 
power. A fewrules when kept, will contribute much to your happiness 
and independence. Never buy oncredit what you can possibly do with- 
out. Take pride in being able to say “‘owe no man.” Wives are 
sometimes thoughtless—daughters now and then extravagant. Many a 
time when neither the wife nor the daughter would willingly give a sin- 
gle pang to the father’s bosom, they urge and tease him to get articles, 
pleasant enough to be sure to possess, but difficult for him to buy ; the 

urchaser on credit is dunned—sued ; and many an hour made wretched 
by their folly. Never owe your tailor, your shoe-maker, your printer, 
your blacksmith or laborer. Besides the bad policy of keeping in debt, 
itis downright injustice to those whose labor you have received all the 


benefit of.—Charleston Observer. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE MISSIONARY ORGANIZATION IN OUR CHURCH. 


To prevent complaint against—to gain friends for—to add to the 
ability and efficiency of the Missions of our Church—some changes in 
the Consfitution of the ‘ Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of 
our Church,” and in the action of the Board and the Commitiees have 
been deemed desirable. 

The following suggestions are made, in the hope, that they will at 
least serve to awaken consideration, and to draw forth good thoughts 
on the very important subject. A few words then on these five points: 

1. The increase of the fund for Missions. 

2. The reduction of the expense of the management of the Missions. 

8. The division of the field. 

4, The selection of stations; choice of Missionaries; and determin- 
ing the salaries, weth impartiality, and so as to satisfy the greater num- 
ber of the contributors. 

5. The Constitution of the “ Board of Missions.” 

As to the “ Increasé, &c.””—Let there be in every congregation, a 
collection monthly or weekly, as each one may prefer, and an applica- 
tion made, once a quarter or oftener, toeach member of the congrega- 
tion, who has not contributed—the child with the consent of his parent. 

As to the ** Reduction of, &c.’”’—Let the amount, obtained from the 
congregation, be placed in the hands of the Minister, or his agent— 
let him once a quarter, pay over the amount to the Bishop—or if there 
be no Bishop—the President of the Standing Committee—let the Bishop 
(or President,) divide the whole amount, into three equal parts—retain 
one partt for Missions within his Diocese—transmit a second part for 
Domestic Missions, and a third part for Foreign Missions—to the Trea- 
surer, who is to keep a separate account for these two departments. 

As to ** the Division, &c.’’—Let the care of Missions within each 
Diocese be assigned to its Bishop—let the care of Missions in the parts 
of our country not yet organized into Dioceses, and in those Divuceses 
which as yet have not Bishops—and in foreign parts, be assigned to a 
Central Committee. 

As to “* The selection of stations, &c.”—Let all such matters be de- 
termined primarily, by the Board of Managers—and secondarily in their 
recess, by a Central Committee. 

As to “ The Constitution, &c.”—Let it be, as is that of the Board of 
Trustees of our Theological Seminary, thus :—AIl the Bishops to be 
Managers : each Diocese to nominate the other Managers, and the Gene- 
ral Convention to confirm or reject the nomination: each Diocese to be 
entitled to one Manager, and one additional Manager for every 25 Cler- 

ymen canonically residing in it—and one additional Manager for each 
$3,000, which it has contributed to the Treasury for Missions during the 
three years preceding each General Convention, Let the Central Com- 
mittee be appointed by the Board of Managers, triennially ; located at N. 
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York, and consist of an equal number of Bishops, Presbyters, and Lay- 
men. Any Bishop or Bishops to have a right to attend and vote at its 
meetings ; this Committee to appoint the Treasurer, and the Secretary, 
and affix the salaries of those officers. Would not some such provisions as 
are here suggested, render our Missionary organization more sure of 
funds—more economical in the distribution of them—more simple in 
its regulation—more conformable to Church principles and usages, and 
in fine more effective ? UNITY. 


$$ 
POETRY. 


From Liturgia Domestica. 
EASTER EVE. 


Almighty God, thy throne above 

No time can change, no power can move ; 
Thy word the fleeting hours obey, 

They speed the night, they close the day. 








And thou, blest Saviour, who hast trod 
For us death’s dreary dark abode, 
Hear us, we pray, and lend thine aid, 
For thee we have our refuge made, 


O cheer the evening of our days, 

With that bright beam which ne’er decays, 
And make an happy death the road 

To lead our ransomed souls to God. 


—— 
From Liturgia Domestica. 


EASTER. 


Jesus Christ is risen to-day, 
Our triumphant holy day ; 
Who did once, upon the cross, 


Suffer to redeem our loss. 
Hailelujah. 


Hymns of praise then let us sing 
Unto Christ, our heavenly King ; 
Who endured the cross and grave, 


Sinners to redeem and save. 
Hallelujah. 


But the pains which He endured 
Our salvation hath procur’d ; 
Now above the sky He’s King, 


Where the angels ever sing, 
Hallelujah. 


3 —— 
From the Churchman. 


BY A. C. COX. 


When my voice, at morn and even, 
Seeks, O Lord, thy gracious ear— 
Let the incense waft to heaven, 
Hear the vow—accept the tear ! 














Religious Intelligence. 


Oh! from fault and hourly weakness, 
Guard me first, and then forgive; 

Saviour, let thy love and meekness 
Clothe my spirit while I live. 


Eve to eve, and morn to morning, 
Heaven to earth shall thus display ; 

Till I change at thy sweet warning, 
Heaven for earth and night for day! 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel_—That for 
March was delivered by the Missionary officiating at the Chapel. The 
subject was the importance and the peculiar obligation, resting on Ame- 
ricans of the ** African Mission.””> The amount collected was $23. 

Communion plate for the Church at Matagorda, Texas—A plain 
full service to cost $125, has been provided by some ladies of our 
Church in Charleston. Bishop B. T. Onderdonk in a late address has 
well said “‘ with regard to vessels for the Altar, | have found it impossi- 
ble to reconcile myself to the permanent appropriation of any but those 
of silver.” 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.—The “ Spirit of Missions” for March, contains the correspon- 
dence of 13 Domestic Missionaries in 10 States or Territories, and part 
of the Journal of one of the Missionaries in Africa. In this Journal is 
the following statement, corroborating opinions long held by some, and 
now more and more embraced, viz.: that the conversion of the heathen 
is chiefly to be effected, under God, through the instrumentality of the 
Christian education of the young—and that the constant use of the book 
of Common Prayer is one of the must effective means of inculcating 
Christian truth and duty, and persuading to both belief and practice. 
‘** Many of these scholars (in the school at the Fort,) have made a pro- 
fession of Christianity, and have been set up in different capacities, as 
lights in the surrounding darkness. The origin of the religious inquiry 
among them is exceeding interesting and encouraging to all engaged in 
the cause of Missions. Chaplains had been sent out at different times, 
but little, if any, direct effort was made upon the natives aside from the 
children in the school. Here, however, the Bible had been made the 
text book from the beginning. The Prayer Book, as set forth by the 
Church of England, was in regular and common use. Instruction was 
given on the catechism, confession, Lord’s prayer, creed, and ten com- 
mandments, and many of the collects learned by heart. The morning 
service was read on Sunday at 11 o’clock, when all the teachers and 
scholars were required to be present. In the absence of the Chaplain, 
this was continued by the governor, or some other officer in the Fort. 
By these means combined, and in operation for several years, impor- 
tant religious ‘notions, it was at last discovered, had been imbibed, 











28 Religious Intelligence. [April, 


and were working a silent and extending influence. A feeling of unea- 
siness in respect to their own ways arose in the minds of a few, follow- 
ed by a spirit of inquiry, which resulted in a firm conviction that the 
superstitions of their country were wrong, and that the ‘new way’ dis- 
covered in the Word of God was right. A gradual abandonment of 
their native habits succeeded, which soon led the way to a formal recog- 
nition of the Christian religion.” The amount reported is for Domestic 
Missions $7,856—from South-Carolina $512; for Foreign Missions 
$7,627—from South-Carolina $570. 

General Theological Seminary.—We learn from a friend that the ex- 
amination of the students of tae Seminary held on the 11th and 12th of 
this month was highly satisfactory, particularly that of the Senior class 
in Systematic Divinity. This class was examined upon those of the 
39 Articles, which treat of “the authority of the Church”—* Tra- 
dition’”’—“ The Rule of Faith”—and some kindred topics, in regard to 
which the answers of the young men evinced the sound and discrimina- 
ting views which characterize the Church theology, and separate it from 
the errors and extravagancies of the Church of Rome on these sub- 
jects.— Utica Gospel Messenger. 

Florida.—The 5th Annual Convention was held Feb. 22d, present 
several of the Clergy and Laity. There are 6 Clergymen officiating in 
this Diocese and 9 Parishes. The Committee on the state of the 
Church, in their report, say: ‘‘ Great interest was manifested, not only 
toward the excellent Bishop Otey personally, but also in the services of 
our Church and fuller exhibition of her character and offices, on occa- 
sion of his late gratifying visit to our diocese. The consecration of 
two Churches, as well as the confirmation of a number of candidates 
prepared for that holy ordinance were among the labors of loye appro- 
priate to his Episcopal office; and the happy influence of his presence 
teaches us the wisdom of the divine institution in the orders of Christ’s 
Catholic Church, and makes us ardently long for the period when God’s 
providence shall enable us to sustain, in our borders, her offices in their 
integrity. No change has taken place with regard to the relation sus- 
tained to the diocese by the Rev. Mr. Rutledge, who still continues his 
useful labors at St. Augustine, while canonically connected with the 
diocese of South-Carolina. An evidence of the success vouchsafed of 
God to a faithful attachment to his Church, and perseverance in the 
prosecution of pious labors is furnished in the result of Mr. Elwell’s 
lay-reading and religious exertions at Monticello, A Church is now 
organized in that town and represented in Convention. We are happy 
to state that Mr. Henry Elwell is ready to avail himself of an early op- 
portunity to enter into holy orders and devote himself to the full duties 
of the ministry.” * * ‘It was Resolved, That notice be given, by 
the Secretary, to all the Churches in this Diocese, that at the next An- 
nual Convention a resolution to place this Diocese permanently under 
the full Episcopal charge and : authority of some Bishop of the ad- 
joining States, will be offered and acted upon, and that matter definitely 


settled,” 
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The High School—This important institution, established by the 
Convention of the Episcopal Church of Virginia, arid committed to the 
superintendence of the same persons who watch over the Theological 
Seminary, has now been in operation for nearly three years, and has 
thus fair fulfilled the expectations of its friends and patrons. An exam- 
ination has taken place annually, in the presence of some of the trustees, 
and other persons competent to judge of the ability of the teachers and 
proficiency of the pupils, which has always been satisfactory to them. 
By the most solemn considerations are they bound to attend faithfully to 
their duty as trustees, and only to recommend the institution so far as 
they can do it sincerely and conscientiously. As to the proper disci- 
pline of the school, and the religious instruction of its members, it is 
believed that they are most faithfully attended to. The system of in- 
struction in the languages is the same as that which is adopted in the 
institution at Flushing, of the Rev. Mr. Muhlenburg, which is acknow]l- 
edged to be unsurpassed by any in our country.— Southern Churchman. 

Kemper College.—On Saturday, the 26th ult., in the presence of a 
large assemblage in Concert Hall, St. Louis, thirteen regular and two 
honorary degrees were conferred upon the graduates of the medical 
department in this institution. ‘ It cannot be expected that we, who 
are unconnected with this institution, by any other ties than those of a 
common interest in all that conduces to the general good of our commu- 
nity, should realize or appreciate the high gratification which those must 
feel, whose names and fame are identified with its success: and yet, we 
could not be otherwise than proud to reflect, that an institution which 
has grown up as it were by magic, in our midst, without endowment or 
public beneficence, but through private enterprise alone, should so soon 
have acquired the means of preparing the youth of the great valley of 
the Mississippi for the highest scholastic and professional degrees !” 


The Irish Church.—On Sunday last, twenty-seven candidates for the 
ministry were ordained by the Archbishop of Dublin, in Christ’s Church. 
Previous to the ceremony, the ordination sermon was delivered by the 
Bishop of Meath. In the evening, a number of the novitiates dined 
with his Grace, and were subsequently addressed by him in a very ani- 
mated exhortation, which lasted for nearly two hours, on the Christian 
ministry. This private charge was drawn up with much care, and in a 
methodical and masterly manner adverted to many particulars of first 
rate importance connected with the ministry of the Gospel and parochial 
duties. His Grace commended with much earnestness, as we were in- 
formed, the practice of extempore preaching, where the ability was felt 
and proved by experiment ; but strongly inculcated the propriety of dis- 
continuing the attempt, whenever it was found in the first few instances 
to be unsuccessful, and recommended diligence in the study, precompo- 
sition, and finish of written discourses. 

Before the day of ordination, all the candidates who were designed 
for hisown Diocese were examined by the Archbishop himself, sepa- 
rately, out of the ordinary works prescribed for the ordination course, 
and likewise out of his own works bearing on the difficulties of Roman-~ 
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ism, the Christiam ministry, &c. This examination, we are informed, 
lasted for nearly a fortnight—Church Chronicle. 

Items.—T he “ Church Chronicle” gives the following definition, which 
is often asked for:—** High Churchism” is that which recognizes 
the body of Christ, in the Church which he established ;— which reve- 
rences it as an institution of the Lord, and which shrinks from the idea 
of undervaluing, or disgracing it. They see in its sacraments, high 
and holy mysteries, too great. to be defiled by the hands of sinfu! mor- 
tals, and too sacred for man to presume to change. And they feel that 
there is @ spirit there, which must vivify every living member of that 
body. Such is ¢rwe ** High Churchism;”—the spirit of Apostolic days, 
manifested in connexion with Apostolic order. 

Nothing can be more seasonable than the following on a “ sure in- 
vestment.”” The fluctuations of the great pecuniary interests of our 
country for several years past, are calculated to teach every mind the 
folly of trusting in riches, or in earthly goods. How much that might 
have been devoted to benevolent objects, has been squandered in un- 
profitable speculations. Even when we suppose the most prudent ar- 
rangements are made, we are often brought into trouble. How impor- 
tant is it then to lay up our treasure where moth and rust can never 
corrupt, and thieves can never steal. If we invest our capital in the 
Bank of the United States, or leave it like Girard to be managed by 
others after our death, we have no security that it will not be worse than 
lost. ‘That man is the wisest then, who invests as much as possible in 
the Bank of Faith, a beautiful building which reposes securely on the 
unchanging promises of God, and who makes the investment person- 
ally, as he is “on his journey home.” Said a Christian in this city who 
had recently met with some severe losses, when one asked him if he 
would therefore diminish his subscriptions to benevolent objects, “‘ No, 
I have doubled every one of them. If my property is so liable to pass 
out of my hands, I may as well put it to some good use while I have it in 
my power.” That was true wisdom.—V. Y. Evangelist. 

No one who has had opportunity to form an opinion, and taken pains 
to do so, can question the following statement in the ‘‘ Banner of the 
Cross :’”—‘‘ Never was there a period in the history of the Church in this 
country when her members understood so thoroughly her true founda- 
tion, or were united in such general unanimity of sentiment and feeling.” 

Ought the minister uninvited to visit the sick. Bishop White has 
remarked :—‘** On an examination of the institutions of the Church, there 
is found no injunction on him todoso. On repairing to the higher 
authority of Scripture, there is found the precept—‘if any be sick 
among you, let him send for the elders of the Church,’ but none to the 
elders to go unsent for. Accordingly, there is not seen cause to state it 
as a duty toa newly ordained minister to make his way welcome or un- 
welcome into the sick room of a parishioner.”” ‘ Why should the patient 
or his friends be more desirous of a spontaneous, than of a requested 
visit from the minister?” ‘‘ He would be in danger in this way of low- 
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ering the respectability of the ministry itself.’ No sick person certainly 
has any rightto complain of not being visited by his pastor, it he has 
not sent for him.— Banner of Cross. 


Ordination, &c.—Recently the Right Rev. Jackson Kemper, in St. 
Paul’s Church, New Albany, admitted to Deacon’s orders, Andrew Wy- 
lie, D. D., President of the University of Indiana, and for many years 
a distinguished minister of the Presbyterian denomination. In the 
afternoou and evening Dr. Wylie preached, (in the afternoon also per- 
forming the service,) when in his usual candid and truth-loving spirit, 
he gave his reasons for seeking the fold of the Episcopal Church. On 
the same day four students of the Andover Theological Seminary united 
themselves with the Protestant Episcopal Church in that place, by re- 
ceiving the apostolic rite of Confirmation —banner of Cross. 


Christ Church Rectory School, Middletown.—This is the name given 
to a Seminary recently opened at Middletown, for such candidates for 
holy orders as are unable to enter the General Theological Seminary ; 
of which the Rev. Dr. Jarvis is Principal, and the Rev. J. Williams, 
Assistant. No commendation of ours could possibly give the public 
any greater assurance than they already possess, of the competence and 
qualifications of Rev. Dr. Jarvis, for such a task, and it is only neces- 
sary to say of the Assistant, that his learning, and talents, and piety, fit 
him in a peculiar manner for such a situation. The advantages at Mid- 
dletown, for thorough and accurate investigation, are not surpassed by 
any seminary in the country, and the opportunity thus afforded to can- 
didates for orders, is one of no ordinary kind. The Seminary has the 
satiction of the Bishop, and we trust will be found serviceable both to 
the Principal and the Church.— Chronicle. 

The Georgia Episcopal Institute.—This institution is at Monpelier 
Springs, being near the centre of the State, distant 16 miles from the 
city of Macon, and 14 from Forsythe. The farm of 700 acres on 
which it is located, is the donation of a gentleman of the city of Savan- 
nah. This property has been conveyed to thirteen trustees, laymen in 
the Church, with the Bishop of the Diocese, who is ex-officio chairman 
of the Board, for the sole purpose of Christian education, upon the 
principles of the Protestant Episcopal Church. It was opened on the 
10th of May last, during a visit of the Bishop of Georgia, and at the 
commencement of the last term numbered nineteen pupils, fifteen fe- 
males and four males, with the prospect of a large increase the present 
term, which commenced on the Ist inst. 

The system of instruction and discipline adopted, has given, it is un- 
derstood, universal satisfaction to the patrons of the school; and its 
friends entertain the hope that with the blessing of God, it will soon be 
so increased as to enable the trustees to build up a separate establish- 
ment for boys on another part of the property, half a mile distant from 
the present one. 

It seems from a communication in ‘* The Guardian,” to which we 
are indebted: for the above information, that “the venerable Bisho 
Chase” was the means under God, while engaged in his indefatigable 
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labor of love in behalf of his own Diocese, of establishing the Georgia 
Episcopal Institute. ‘ In the month of March, 1840,” we quote from 
the communication just alluded to, “ it pleased God to direct the steps 
of the Bishop of Illinois to the city of Savannah, to unfold his benevo- 
lent views for the good of mankind to its citizens; ard who became 
immediately much interested in him and the object he had in view, and 
cheerfully added their mite towards building up Jubilee Cofege. While 
in that city he strongly solicited a liberal minded Christian, a gentleman 
of large means, to endow a Professorship for Jubilee College. This 
gentleman feeling the great wantin his native State of an institution of 
earning of the character approved by Bishop Chase, said to him, that 
if his College was in Georgia he would give him $10,000, the sum re- 
quired. Soon after leaving the Bishop, in company witha friend who 
had listened to the conversation, this friend proposed to him, that if he 
would give $10,000 towards commencing an Episcopal Institute in 
Georgia upon the Bishop’s plan, that he would, the grace of God per- 
mitting, undertake the work, and devote his life to it, which was prompt- 
ly agreed to. And in consequence of this understanding, this place, 
Montpelier Springs, was purchased, having upon it a large boarding 
house and many conveniences for the accommodation of those visiting 
the Springs (it possessing some medicinal properties) with about 700 
acres good farming land surrounding it, which was put immediately in 
train of cultivation.” 

The venerable Bishop must look back with high satisfaction on his 
visit to Georgia ; while he learns that he was employed by Divine Pro- 
vidence in giving existence to another—a third Institution, which we 
trust will for ages prove a nursery of piety and learning.—Southern 
Churchman. 


Honor to the Sabbath.—The ministers and elders of all evangelical 
denominations in Glasgow have had a meeeting to consult as to the fittest 
means to be employed to avert the impending calamity of having trains 
started on the Sabbath on the Edinburgh and Glasgow rail-way. 

The New-York Evangelist calls earnestly on every minister and 
Christian to awake and array themselves in defence of the Sabbath, 
against the powerful assaults made upon it by the claims of business and 
the calls-‘of pleasure. The call needs to be echoed and re-echoed from 
one end of the land to the other by every religious paper. The Sabbath 
lost, all is lost ; the Sabbath saved, all is saved. 

Remarkable-—We know a man who has worked on an average six- 
teen hours per day for the last twenty years,to pay notes which he had 
endorsed, and for which he never received the value of one farthing. 
He is now seventy years of age. We challenge the world to produce a 
similar instance of integrity—Sandy Hull Herald. 


—_—— 
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3. 1st Sunday after Easter or Low Sunday. | 24. 4th Sunday after Easter. 
10. 2d Sunday after Easter. 25. St. Mark the Evangelist. 


17. 3d Sunday after Easter. 





___ BISHOP BOWEN’S SERMONS. 


Now published, the Ist Volume of the late Bishop Bowen’s Sermons on Chris- 
tian Doctrines and Duties, to which is prefixed a brief Memoir of his Life. ' Price $3,50 
bound ; $2,50 in muslin boards ; for morocco binding, an extra price will be charged. 

The 2d Volume is in. the press, and will be published in as short a time as possible. 
Subscribers will be supplied by the Publisher; and those disposed to pay for both vol- 
umes on the delivery of the first, will aid materially in completing the work. An Al- 
phabetical List of subscribers names who take the frst, will be appended to the 2d Vol. 

A. E. MILLER, No. 25 Broad-street. 


BISHOP MEADE’S SERMON. 


Sermon delivered at the Consecration of the Right Rev. Stephen Elliott, D. D., for 
the Diocese of Georgia—by the Right Rev. William Meade, D. D., Assistant Bishop of 
Virginia. With an Appéndix on the Rule of Faith, in which the opinions of the Oxford 
Divines, and others agreeing with thein on the subject of Tradition are considered, and 
some of the consequences thereof set forth. 

Just received and for sale by A. E. MILLER. 


BOOK FOR EVERY FAMILY. 
BROWNELL’S FAMILY PRAYER BOOK, 


Being a Commentary on the Book of Common Prayer, in one octavo volume of 
800 pages, is published by the subscriber, on beautiful fine paper, and in various styles 
of binding. 

About tive hundred copies were subscribed fur in New York and Brooklyn; and so 
favorably was the work received, that there has been a constant demand for it ever since 
made known to the pubiic. One ofthe subscribers,in Brooklyn has called and taken 
three additional c»pies for his friends. A subscriber in New-York called before Christ- 
mas and ordered three copies in extra gilt binding, to be given to friends as Christmas 
presents. And another one called and obtained a copy in extra gilt ‘Turkey morocco, 
to be sent to the lady of the Rev. Mr. Hiil, missionary in Greece, as the most appropri- 
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ate and beautiful present he could make. ‘These cases are samples of other similar 


ones. 
But the most liberal patronage for the work has come from distant places—from Bos- 


ton, Philadelphiaand Baltimore. A single countryman of Connecticut has circulated 
in his own neighborhood, one hundred copies. For one of our new parishes at the 
South—Mobile—the Rector first ordered eighteen copies; and these were so readily 
disposed of, he ordered twenty-five more; and a single Clergyman of Virginia, has 
taken two hundred copies. 


Price of the Work. 


Turkey Morocco, extra gilt, - : - - $8 00 
English calf, extra gilt, - - - - - 7 2 
Biack Roan, giltedged, - - - - - 6 00 
Black Roan, marble edged, — - . - - - 559 
Philadelphia sheep, library style, —- - - - 5 00 


Orders from the Rev, Clergy, and Episcopalians generally, solicited, by 
ALEXANDER V. BLAKE, 54 Gold-st. 


SCHOOL. FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


The Rev. Albert Smedes, of the City of New-York, designs to open a SCHOOL 
for YOUNG LADIES, in the City of Raleigh, N. C., on the 12th day of May next. 

This Institution is to furnish a thorough and elegant Education, equal to the best that 
can be obtained in the city of New-York, or in any Northern School. 

The School Buildings, situated in a beatiful and elevated oak grove, furnish the most 
spacious accommodations. The Dormitories are separated into Alcoves, for two young 
os each, of a construction to secure privacy, and at the same time a free circulation 

air. . 

Every article of furniture is provided by the School, except bedding, (beds will be 
furnished ) and towels, a 

Terms.—F or Board, (including washing and every incidental expense, ) with Tuition 
in English, Latin, &c., $100 per session, payable in advance. 

The extra charges will be tor French, Music, Drawing, Painting, and Ornamental 
Needle-work, at the usual prices of the Masters. There will be no other extra charge. 

This School is recommended by Bishop Ives and others, For further particulars, 
inguire of the Bishop of this Diocese. March 5 




















Receipts for the Gospel Messenger, for the following years: 





1841. Miss S. Rutledge, 3 00 
Mrs. Robert Wilson, $3 00 | Mr. C. C. Pinckney, Pendleton, 3 00 
Dr. Henry R. Frost, 3 00.| Mrs. Mary Myddleton, 3 00 
Mrs. Jane M. Thomas, 3 00) Mr. J. R. Valk, New-York, 3 00 
Mrs. 8S. R. Simmons, 3.00 | Col. John N..Walliams, Society Hill, 3 00 
Miss Jane Pinckney, 3 00 | T. W. Peyre; Black Oak, 3 00 
Mrs. Blamyer, 3 00 | Miss Blakes, ~ “a 3 00 

1842. Major B. D. Heriot,” 3 00 
Am’t. brought furward received, $4 00 | Daniel Huger, 3 00 
Rev. F. H. Rutledge, St. Augustine, 3 00 | Three copies sold, 0 75 
Miss A. 8, Rutledge, Stateburg, 3 00 1840, ’41, 42. 
Mrs. Margaret Smith, Pineville, 3 00 | Col. Edward Harleston, $9 00 
Miss E. O’ Driscoll, 3 00 
Dr. Fraser, Walterboro,’ 3 00 
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Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Caro- 
lina—Treasurer, Thomas Gadsden, — oflice No. 4 Holmes’ wharf; Library in 
Chalmers-st. Open every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, from 12 to 2 o'clock. 
Annual subscription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Ed- 
ward Frost, F.isq. office No. 50 Broad-st. Annual subscription $10; subscription to 
the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—T'reasurer, Mrs. Isaae 
Ball, East Bay, corner of Vernon-st.; Librarian, Mrs. Thos. H. Deas, Society-st., near 
East Bay, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 
Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annuually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasu- 


rer, Mrs. Dehon. 


SCHOOL ON SULLIVAN’S ISLAND. 


The Misses STEWARTS purpose to open a SCHOOL on Sullivan’s Island, the 
ensuing summer, and will teach you children, as well as those who are advanced. 
They will give lessons in Music. For further particulars apply to the Bishop of the 
Diocese, or at this office. April 1 


LATEST AND NEW BOOKS RECEIVED. 


S. S. Liturgy, Alnomuc, or the Golden Rule, Country Parson, Temple and Country 
Parson, Life of Herbert, My Saviour, Old Ironsides, The Closet, Way to Escape, 
Willy] the Wanderer, Wreathes and Branches, Young Ladies Guide. 


BISHOP CHASE’S REMINISCENSES, 2d part. 














For sale by A. E. MILLER, 
SWORD’S POCKET CHURCH ALMANAC FOR 1822. 
For sale by a A. E. MILLER, 
THE JOURNALS OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION, 
Will be distributed to the Clergy on application to A. E. MILLER. 
{> A few Copies for sale. 








Spirit of Missions, - 
Publish at New-York. The subscriber is Agent for South-Carolina 
| A. E. MILLER. 

















